TOO for the
DANGEROUS Big Sky?
Published in 2007, Alexie’s
young adult novel has been
challenged four times at schools
across the state. In Helena, the
request for reconsideration
cited “obscene, vulgar and
pornographic language.” None
of these challenges succeeded.

A 1992 complaint sent to the
school in Big Timber requested
that this book be pulled off the
required reading list because it
was “filled with explicit, vulgar
language.”

A request to remove Horse from
an elementary library in Helena
was submitted in 2004 by a
parent who believed the book
promoted evolution.

This memoir of a Holocaust
survivor was challenged at the
Kohrs Library in Deer Lodge by
an individual who claimed that
the book was untrue and that
“the Treblinka holocaust didn’t
happen.”

MacLane’s book caused a stir
in Butte when it was published
in 1902. She described Butte
in very unflattering terms and
called its citizens “dry and
warped.” The book was banned
from the public library shelves.

Banned in 1935 by the State
Board of Education and
removed from the library by the
head librarian during a time of
personnel turmoil at Montana
State University Library (now
the Mansfield Library at the
University of Montana).
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A number of books
considered pro-German were
banned Montana-wide in 1918
under the auspices of the WWI
Sedition Act and other
anti-German laws. During this
same period, German books
were burned in a bonfire on the
main street of Lewistown.

The subject of a 2014 challenge
at Park County High School in
Livingston brought by four
community members. In a letter
to the editor of the Livingston
Enterprise, the book was
criticized as bashing “schooling,
the military, and religion” and
that it “advocates stealing, lying
and cheating.”

Stand up for intellectual freedom in Montana.
Read a Banned or Challenged Book Today.
This message brought to you in partnership by the American Civil
Liberties Union of Montana and the Intellectual Freedom
Committee of the Montana Library Association.
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