Latino/a Cultural Items related to Into the Beautiful North

BOOKS!
“The House on Mango Street”
(1991) by Sandra Cisneros
“The House on Mango Street is
the remarkable story of
Esperanza Cordero, a young
Latina girl growing up in
Chicago, inventing for herself who and what
she will become.” (FIC CISNEROS)
(Overdrive)

“Zoot Suit” (2004) by Luis
Valdez
“Focusing on the events
surrounding the Sleepy Lagoon
Murder Trial of 1942 and the
ensuing Zoot Suit Riots that
turned Los Angeles into a bloody war zone,
this is a gritty and vivid depiction of the
horrifying violence and racism suffered by
young Mexican Americans on the home front
during World War II.” (Hoopla)

“The House of the Spirits”
(1985) by Isabel Allende
“The House of the Spirits is the
magnificent epic of the Trueba
family -- their loves, their
ambitions, their spiritual
quests, their relations with one another, and
their participation in the history of their
times, a history that becomes destiny and
overtakes them all.” (FIC ALLENDE)
(Overdrive)

“How the Garcia Girls lost
their Accents” (1991) by
Julia Alvarez
“How the Garcia Girls Lost
Their Accents captures the
vivid lives of the Garcia
sisters, four privileged and rebellious
Dominican girls adapting to their new lives
in America.” (CD FIC ALVAREZ) (Overdrive)
(Hoopla)
“Bless Me, Ultima” (1994) by
Rudolfo Anaya
“This is the involving story of
Antonio, a boy facing the
conflicts in his life with the help
of Ultima, a curandera who
cures with herbs and magic. At each turn of
Tony's life, she is there to nurture his soul.”
(YA ANAYA) (Hoopla)
“The Brief Wondrous Life of
Oscar Wao” by Junot Diaz
“Encapsulating DominicanAmerican history, The Brief
Wondrous Life of Oscar
Wao opens our eyes to an
astonishing vision of the contemporary
American experience and explores the
endless human capacity to persevere—and
risk it all—in the name of love.” (Overdrive)

FILMS!
“Spider-Man: Into the
Spiderverse” (2018)
“Miles Morales becomes the
masked superhero of his
reality and crosses paths with
his counterparts from other
dimensions to stop a threat to all reality.”
(DVD FIC SPIDER-MAN)
“Coco” (2018)
“Despite his family's baffling
generations-old ban on
music, Miguel dreams of
becoming an accomplished
musician like his idol, Ernesto
de la Cruz. Desperate to prove his talent,
Miguel finds himself in the stunning and
colorful Land of the Dead following a
mysterious chain of events. Along the way,
he meets charming trickster Hector, and
together, they set off on an extraordinary
journey to unlock the real story behind
Miguel's family history.” (DVD J COCO)

“Filly Brown” (2012)
“Filly Brown is an inspiring
and gritty portrait of a young
artist striving to find her voice
and seize her dreams without
compromise.” (Hoopla)

“Chico and Rita” (2010)
“A Cuban pianist falls in love
with a sultry singer, leading
to a passionate but starcrossed romance that
reaches across six decades, in
this Academy Award-nominated musical
drama.” (DVD FIC CHICO) (Hoopla)
“The New Americans” (2008)
“Follow four years of the lives
of a group of contemporary
immigrants as they journey
to start new lives in America.
The detailed portraits of
these immigrants not only result in a
kaleidoscope of immigrant life but offer
'first impressions' of America.”
(DVD 303.82 N)
“Raising Victor Vargas”
(2003)
“On New York City's Lower
East Side, Dominican teen
and aspiring ladies' man
Victor Vargas (Victor Rasuk)
has nothing but girls on his mind. Though
he talks a big game at the local pool, Vargas'
true experience amounts to nothing more
than a string of romantic rejections. After
Vargas fails to improve his abysmal
reputation by bedding an overweight
classmate, he chooses a much more difficult
target -- the stunning and stuck-up Judy
Ramirez.” (Hoopla)

“Tortilla Soup” (2001)
“Three grown sisters,
Maribel, Leticia and Carmen
try to cope and live with the
fact that their father Martin,
a veteran chef is losing his
sense of taste. Martin has one simple rule:
be at home for Sunday dinner and
attendance is both mandatory and nonnegotiable. A rift in the family develops
when the sisters develop relationships and
an obnoxious woman sets her sights on
Martin's affections.” (Hoopla)
“Stand and Deliver” (1988)
“Edward James Olmos portrays
the real-life Jaime Escalante, a
no-nonsense mathematics
teacher in a tough East LA high
school. Handed a classroom full
of "losers" and "unteachables," Escalante is
determined to turn his young charges' lives
around. Drawing from his own cultural
heritage, Escalante forms a bond with his
largely Hispanic student body, evoking the
names of famous Spaniards and Latin
Americans whose great accomplishments were
predicated on their ability to learn. The
students gradually come to realize that the
only way they'll escape their own povertystricken barrio is to improve themselves
intellectually. As a result, the class' academic
achievements soar dramatically -- too
dramatically for the Educational Testing
Service, which is convinced that the class' high
test scores are the results of cheating. The
triumphant exoneration of Escalante's students
provides Stand and Deliver with its rousingly
upbeat conclusion.” (DVD FIC STAND)

“El Norte” (1983)
“When a group of Mayan
Indians decides to organize
a labor union to improve
conditions in their village,
their community is violently
destroyed by the Guatemalan army.
Teenage siblings, Rosa (Zaide Silvia
Gutiérrez) and Enrique (David Villalpando)
manage to escape the massacre and decide
to start a new life in El Norte -- the USA. The
two trek through Mexico, meeting a variety
of characters and facing trials and
tribulations on their journey toward lives as
illegal immigrants in Los Angeles.”
–“Google.com” (DVD FIC NORTE)

MUSIC!

You can find these artists on
Hoopla!
Jennifer Lopez

Bruno Mars

Cardi B

Selena Gomez

Selena

Carla Morrison

Los Lobos

Chicano Batman

Santana

Ritchie Valens

Irene Diaz

La Santa Cecilia

